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'The ^Nfercbant of Venice. 


Hath all his ventures faild, what not one hit. 

From Tripolis, from Mexico and England, 

From Lisbon, Barbary, and India, 

And not one veflell fcape the dreadfull touch 
Of Merchant-marringrocks ? 

Sal. Not one my Lord. 

Befidcs, it fhouid appeare, that if he had 
The prefent money to dilcharge the lew. 

He would not take it: neuer did 1 know' 

A creature that did beare the ihape of man 
So kecne and greedy to confound a man. 

He plyes the Duke at morning and at night. 

And doth impeach the freedome of the Bate 
If they deny him iuftice. T wenty Merchants, 

The Duke himfelfe,and the M agnificoes 
Of greateft port haue all perfwaded with him, 

But none can dnue him from the enuious plea 
Of forfeiture,of iuftice,and his bond. 

lejjt. When I was with him,l haue heard him fwearc 
ToTuballznd to Cbits y his Councri-men, 

That he would rather haue Anthonio's flefh. 

Then twenty times the value of the fumme 
That he did owe him: and 1 know my Lord, 

If law, authorise, and power denie not. 

It will gochard with poore Anihomo. 

for. Is it your deere friend that is thus in trouble ? 
*£ajf. The deereft friend to me,the kindeft man. 
The beft condition’d, and vnwearied fpirit 
In doing curtefies: and one in whom 
The ancient Romane honour more appeares 
Then any that drawes breath in Italic. 
for . What fumme owes he the lew? 

*BaJf For me three thoufand ducats. 
for. What, no more? 

Pay him fixe thoufand, and deface the bond : 

Double fixe tbouland, and then treble that, 

Before a friend ofthis defeription 
Shall lofe a hatre through Baffxno* s fault. 

Firft goe with me to Church, and call me wife, 

And then away to Venice to your friend : 

For neuer (hall you lie by Porttas fide 
With an vnquiec foule. You fhall haue gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times ouer. 

When it is payd, bring your true friend along. 

My maid Nerriffa , and my felfe mcane time 
Will liuc as maids and widdowes; come away, 

For you fhall hence vpon your wedding day : 

Bid your friends welcome,fhow a merry checre. 

Since you are deere bought, 1 will loue you deere. 

But let me hcarc the letter of your friend. 

Sweet Baflanio, my (hips haue all mifearried , my fac¬ 
tors grow cruelly my eft ate is very low , my bond to the lew is 
forfeit , and j.tnce in paying it y it is impojjible I fhouid line , all 
debts are cleerd betweeneyou and I , if I might fee you at my 
death : notwithftandmg , vfey our pie a fur e,if your loue doe not 
perfwadeyott to come , let not my letter . 

for. O lone! difpach all bufines and be gone. 

Bajf Since I haue your good leaue to goe away , 

I will make haft $ but till I come againe, 

No bed fhall ere be guilty of my ftay. 

Nor reft be interpofer twixt vs twaine. Exeunt. 

Enter the Iew> and SolaniOy and zAnthonio% 
and the lay lor. 

lew . lay lor, lookc to him,tell not me of mercy* 


ew 


This is the foole that lends out money gratis. 

Iaylor, looke to him# 

Ant. Heare me yet good Shylol ^ 

lew. llehauemybond 3 fpeakenotagainftmy b 0 

I haue fworne an oath that 1 will haue nay bond; > 

Thou cairdft me dog before thou hadft a caufe 
But fincc I am a dog,beware rny phangs. 

The Duke fhall grant me iuftice, ! do wonder 
Thou naughty Iaylor, that thou art fo fond 
To come abroad with himathisrequeft. 

Ant. I pray thee heare me fpcake. 
lew. lie haue my bond, I will not hcarc thee fpeake 
]le haue my bond, and therefore fpeake no more* 
lie not be made a loft and dull ey’d foole. 

To (hake the head,relent,and figh,and yecld 
To Chriftian interccfifors : follow not, 
lie haue no (peaking,I will haue my bond. Exitjt 
Sol . It is the moll impenetrable currc 
That euer kept with men. 

Ant * Let him alone, 

He follow him no more with bootleffe prayers: 

He ieekes my life,hU reafon well 1 know ; 

I oft deliuer’d from his forfeitures 
Many that haue at times made mone to me. 
Therefore he hates me. 

Sol. I am furc the Duke will neuer grant 
this forfeiture to hold.- 

An. The Duke cantioc deny the courfc of law: 

For the commoditic that ftrangers haue 
With vs in Venice, if it be denied. 

Will much impeach the iufticc of the State, 

Since that the trade and profit of the citty 
Confiftcth cf all Nations. Therefore gee, 

Thcfe greefes and leffes haue lo bated mee, 

Thatl fhall hardly fparea pound of flefh 
To morrow, to my bloudy Creditor. 

Well Iaylor,on^pray God Bafjanio come 

To Ice me pay his debt, and then I care nor. Exeunt, 

Enter 7 ortia, Nerriffa y Lorenzo , Iefficat and a men if 
Portias* 

Lor. Madam, although I fpeake it inyourprcfcncc, 
You haue a noble and a true conceit 
Of god-like amity, which appeares moft ftiongly 
In bearing thus the abfencc of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you fhew this honour, 
Howtrue a Gentleman you fend relecfe, 
Howdcerealouer ofmy Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the worke 
Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you, 
for. I neuer did repent for doing good, 

Nor (hall not now : for in companions 
That do conucrfe and waftc the cimetogether, 

Whofe foulcs doe beare an egal yoke of loue* 

There rouft be needs a like proportion 
Of lyniaments,of manners,and of fpirit; 

Which makes me thinke that this Anthonie 
Being the bofome loner ofmy Lord, 

Muft needs be like my Lord, If it be fo, 

How little is the coft 1 haue beftowed 
In purchafing the fcmblance of my foule; 

From out the ftate of hellifh cruelty, 

This comes too necrc the praifing of my felfe ] 
Therefore no more of it: hcere other things 
Lorenfo I commit into your hands, 
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^TTu^sbandry and mannageofmy houfe, 
vStill my Lords returne; for mine owne part 

jhaoe coward beauen breath’d * recKl VOW* 

To liue in prayer and contemplation, 

Onclv attended by Nerr if a heerc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords returne 

There is a monaftery too miles ©ft, 

And there we w ill abide. I doe defire you 

Not to denie this impohtiort. 

The which my loue and lome ncceffity 

Now layes vpon you. 

Lorevf. Madame, with all my heart, 

T fhall obey you in all faire commands. 

Per. My people doe already know my mindc, 

And will acknowledge you and lejftca 

In place of Lord Btffamo and my ielfe. 

So far you well till we (ball meece againe. 
l„r. Faire thoughts & happy hourcs attend on you. 
Jeffi.. Iwifhyour Ladifhip all hearts content. 
for. I tbanke you for your wiflh, and am well pleas’d 
Towifhitbacke on you: faryouwell Ieffica. Exeunt. 

Now^ althafir,3S I haue euer found thee honeft true, 
Soletmefindethee ftill; take this fame letter. 

And vfe thou all theindeauor ofa man. 

In fpeed to Mantua, fee thou render this 

I D t 0 my cofins hand,Dodlor Belarie, 

And looke what notes and garments he doth giue thee, 
Bring them I pray thee with imagin’d fpeed 

Vnto the Trane(ft,to the common Ferric 

Which trades to Venice ; wafte no time in words, 

But get thee gone,! fhall be there before thee. 
c B*ltb. Madam,] goe with all conuenient fpeed. 

Tor. Come on Neriffa ,1 haue worke in hand 

That you yet know not of; wee’ll fee our husbands 

Before they thinke of v s ? 

Nerriffa. Shall they fee vs ? 

Portia. They fhall Nerriffa : but in fuch a habit. 

That they fhall thinke we are accomplifhcd 

With that we lacke; He hold thee any W3ger 

When we arc both accoutered like yong men, 
lie proue the prettier fellow of the two, 

And weare my dagger with the brauer grace, 

And fpeake betwecrie the change of man and boy, 
Withareedevoycc.and turnctwo min fin g fteps 

Into a manly ftride; and fpeake of fray es 

Like a fine bragging youth: and tell quaint lyes 

How honourable Ladies fought my loue. 

Which 1 denying, they fell fickc and died. 

I could not doe withall: then lie repenc, 

And wifh for all that.thac I had not til’d them; 

And twentie of thefe punic lies lie tell, 

That men (lrall fwearel haue difeontinued fcheole 

About a tweluc moneth : I haue within my minde 

A thoufand t^aw tricks of thefe bragging lacks. 

Which I will pra&ife. 

Nerrif, Why,(haft wee turne to men ? 

Portia. Fie, what a queftions that ? 

If thou wertnerea lewd interpreter: 

But come, lie tell thee aft my whole deuice 

When I am in my coach, which ftayes for vs 

At the Parke gate; and therefore hafte away, 

for we muft meafure twentie miles to day. Sxeunt. 

ther arc to be laid vpon the chiIdren,therefore I promife 
you, I fcarc you, I was alwaies plaine with you, and fo 
now I fpeake my agitation of the matter : therfore be of 
good cheerc, for truly! thinke you are damn’d, there is 
but one hope in it that can doe you anie good,and that is 
but a kinde of baftard hope neither. 

Ieffica. And what hope is that I pray thee ? 

Clow* Marrie you may partlie hope that your father 
got you not, that you are not t he Iewes daughter. 

lef. That were a kinde of baftard hope indeed,fo the 
fins of my mother fhouid be vifited vpon me. 

Clow. Truly then I (care you are damned both by fa¬ 
ther and mother: thus when I fhun Scilla your father, I 
fall into Chanbdts your mother; well,you arc gone both 
waies. 

Ief. I fhall be fau 5 d by my husband,he hath made me 
a Chriftian. 

Clow. Truly the more to blame he, we were Chnfti- 
ans enow bcfore,e ne as many as could wel line one by a- 
nother: this making ofChriftians will raile the price of 
Hogs, if wee grow all to be porke-eaters, wee (hall not 
Ihordic haue a rafher on the coales for money. 

Enter Lorcnx.o. 

lef. lie tell my husband Lancelet what you fay,heere 
he conies. 

Loren. I (ball grow jealous of you fborcly Lancelet , 
ifyou thus get my wife into corners ? 

lef. Nay, you need ^ot feare vs Lorenz,o y Launcelct 
and 1 are out, he tells me flatly there is no mercy for mcc 
in heauen, becaute I am a Iewes daughter: and hce faics 
you are no good member of the commonwealth, for 
in conuerting Iewes to Chriftians, you raife the price 
of Porkc. 

Loren. I (hall anfwcrc that'becter to the Common¬ 
wealth,than you can the getting vp of the Ner^roes bcl- 
lie : the Moore is with childe by you Lattncelet ? 

Clow. It is much that the Moore fhouid be more then 
real on: but if (he be lefle then an honeft woman, (lice is 
indeed more then I tooke her for. 

Loren. How euerie foole can play vpon the word, I 
thinke the beft grace of wictc will ftiortly turne into fi- 
Icnce, and difeourfe grow commendable in none onely 
but Parrats: goe in lirra, bid them prepare for dinner ? 

Chw. That is done fir, they haue all ftomacks ? 

Loren. Goodly Lord,what 3 witte-firappcr are you, 
then bid them prepare dinner. 

Clow. That is done to fir, onely couer is the word. 

Loren. Will you couer chan fir ? 

Clow . Not fofir neither,I know my dutie. 

Loren. Yet more quarreling with occafion,wilt thou 
(hew the whole wealth of thy \^it in an infiant ; I pray 
thee vnderftand a plaine man in his plaine meaning: goe 
to chy fellowes, bid them couer the cable,, ierucinthe 
meat,and we will come in to dinner. 

Clow. For the table fir , it fhall be feru’d in , for the 
meat fir, it fhall bee couered , for yourcomming in to 
dinner fir,why let it be as humors and conceits fhall go- 
uernc. ^ Exit Clowne. 

Lor . O deare difcretion,how his words are futed, 

The foole hath planted in his memory 

An Annie of good words, and I doe know 

A many foolcs that ftand in better place. 

Enter Clowne and lejfipa. 

.. ■ , r- : r . m ( ), l , . . 

Clown.. Yes truly • for looke you,the finnes of the !*► 

1 ~~— 

Garnifiht like him, chat for a trickfie word 

Dcfie the matter;how cheer’ft thou lejftca 5 

And now good fvycec fay thy opinion. 

How 





















































































